Ryton Community Infant School; Newsletter 27 January 2012
Holidays in term time.

The senior management and governing body are under increasing pressure to improve pupil attendance. It is important that children are punctual and attend full time when school is open. If they fail to do so both their academic progress and their social relationships are affected.

Sometimes it is impossible for parents to change the dates allocated by their work places and in such circumstances I am permitted to authorise absence for up to twenty half-day sessions.  Our cluster has discussed the issue and feel we need to remind you that there is no entitlement to holiday leave. We have been advised that in future if holiday is required and your child’s attendance has been poor (95% or below), we will have to be strict and record any subsequent absence as unauthorised.
Sensible Shoes

Our uniform is not compulsory but we do ask for health and safety reasons that children are equipped with suitable comfortable shoes that fasten securely (i.e. no flip-flops, sling backs or high heels). If you have chosen to dress them in uniform we would not advise you to buy them trainers to wear all day long though these may be used for P.E. lessons outdoors or if the children have foot problems. Normally children participate in indoor dance and P.E. in bare feet.

Behaviour Evening.

Some of you will have spoken with your children or staff members about our ways of dealing with disagreements or any behaviour that interferes with learning. Come along to our evening on “Restorative Justice” and behaviour management on 6th February at 6.00 p.m. to find out more. Our Chair of Governors and members of staff will be there to meet you.

Please sign below if you are hoping to come so we may provide sufficient refreshments.

Lunch

Please try to give prior notice if you are going to change from packed lunch to school meals or vice versa.

We are participating in WOW – Walk Once a Week
STRIDER will be here to meet you and to encourage you to walk (or otherwise come to school actively e.g. scooters etc.) to school on Monday morning.

WOW is a walking scheme, run by the charity Living Streets which aims to encourage children and their parents/carers to walk to school at least once a week.

Each day children will record on the class wall chart whether they have walked (or scooted) to school. At the end of each month, if a child has walked at least once a week, they receive a special pin badge. There are different pin badges for each month of the school year.

If your child is unable to walk to school, due to distance, they are still able to take part in WOW through one of the following methods

If you have to come to school by car, you can “Park and Stride” from the Rugby Club. 
If you travel by public transport, you could get off one or two stops earlier, therefore adding a walk to your daily school journey. The children must walk the last 5 to 10 minutes of the school journey to be eligible. (We know in some cases you have a 5 – 10 min walk to the bus stop.)

Please note: if the child is disabled or the parent dropping them off is, the child will be able to participate in WoW, through walking 5 laps around the playground, if able-bodied. We aren’t asking parents to walk every day, just once a week as part of their school journey.

The school is taking part in WOW because of the many benefits we believe it will have on the school community.

Not only is it encouraging children to engage in regular physical activity, with obvious health benefits, but walking is also good for children’s mental health.  Children who walk to school tend to socialise with friends more and generally arrive more alert and ready to learn, compared to those who are driven. It is also an opportunity for you to spend some quality time with your children. Walking to school enables children to become more independent, develop an awareness of their local area and learn about road safety – all essential life skills. It also has a positive impact on the environment and reduces congestion at the school gate.

We hope you are as excited as we are by this new initiative and will all encourage your children to walk to school.

If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me or another member of staff. Thank you.   
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Reply Slip - Behaviour Evening – 6th February 2012.

Name of pupil _________________________________  
Number of people attending __________

