Ryton Community Infant School; Newsletter 20 September 2010

The Year 2 children sang beautifully at Holy Cross Flower Festival and the congregation kindly provided them with refreshments. The church looked very beautiful and it was wonderful that a number of parents were able to attend the event.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
We hope that you will come along to support our Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
24th September between 8.45 and 11.30. It would be great if any of you had time to bake biscuits or cakes for the event. (If you came between 8.45 & 9.00 or 10.30 and 10.45 you and your children could share activity or break-time together.)

Holiday Dates
The school holiday list is attached. You should note that as the URC has closed we may have to shut on election day – the council is considering several venues and we will let you know when the final decision is made.

After School Clubs

Karate is held on Monday and Friday.
Computer/Library Family Time Monday and Friday.

We have places available at both karate sessions. Please call at the office if your child would like to attend.
After half –term there will be football on Tuesdays and Art& Craft on Wednesday.

Mrs McHatton, who runs our Art and Craft Club, has lost volunteers whose children have moved on to the Juniors. We would be pleased to hear from anyone interested to join her list. We need four or five new people to join the list (this does not mean you have to attend every week.)

Behaviour and Discipline.

We thank you all for completing the Home/School Agreement. It is important that the children begin to develop independence and the ability to assess risk. Health and Safety has always been a high priority here but conducting rigorous risk assessments does not mean that all risk can be eliminated. We have discussed with our School Improvement Partner, who is also an Ofsted School Inspector and Early Years Foundation Stage Adviser for Gateshead, the fact that we have perhaps become too risk averse.


The children need to have opportunity to deal with challenging situations and to recognise their own skill levels. We must teach them how to approach activities in the way that is right for them and also teach them how to deal with situations such as slippery surfaces and height for example. We are not about to make sudden changes in routines. The first small change is to cease to ask the children to line up at playtimes but for the staff on duty to ask them to walk back to the classroom where their teacher/teaching assistant will be ready to receive them.

We will begin to have supervised open rooms like the library where on occasion they may choose to spend part of their leisure time. We will continue to develop our gardens and outdoor play areas. The equipment you have helped us to purchase should be installed in the next few weeks.


We would ask you to talk to your children about freedom of choice and its accompanying responsibilities. At all times there will be staff on duty patrolling the building and grounds just as there are now. We do however want to reach a stage where the children will have freedom of movement without someone watching them at every single moment. (It may be that in a particular circumstance a child or children with special needs will be shadowed and this as always will be discussed with you.)
Lunchtime

We are working with the children to try and make lunchtime a more pleasant and less noisy experience. It would support us in our work if you would discuss “indoor voices” with your children and the fact that we do not talk with our mouths full. For our part, I am going to try to provide smaller circular tables and paper napkins (the children’s request) to make the dinner hall more inviting. Our lunch-time staff do their best to help children learn to use their cutlery and it would be helpful if this might be re-enforced at home. The children have said that they would try hard to say please, thank you and may I leave the table. The children do not have to ask to eat their pudding. We want them to decide whether they have had sufficient first course for themselves though staff will continue to “keep an eye” on children who are not eating.
